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Abstract
This narrative essay chronicles my academic and professional journey, shedding light on the experiences and events that led me to pursue a career at the intersection of cybersecurity and law. I have used my previous interests and experiences in the world around, combined with my educational experiences at Old Dominion University and various internships, work experience, and extracurricular experiences to hone my skills and interests in law and how it can shape technology and the digital world. By detailing the various experiences that have allowed me to develop these valuable skills and to discover my interests in these fields, I aim to demonstrate how my background in cybersecurity, paired with a passion for law, influences my future aspirations to practice law with a focus on privacy and cybersecurity issues.


Introduction
	Throughout my academic and career journey, I have often struggled with settling down into one particular career path or field of study. Although there were many disciplines I had some interest in, varying from chemistry to art and painting, I never fully considered one as my plan or goals throughout a great portion of my academic career. Although this may have limited my ability to develop expertise and skills directly related to my plan in secondary school, which could have given me a background in those skills going into college, being able to explore a variety of paths and skillsets allowed me to not only discover a variety of interests and the intersections between those, but to develop strong soft skills and generic technical skills, such as communication, verbally and in writing, general computer skills, and an understanding of technical and scientific writing and concepts, that would serve as a strong background for the rest of my journey. 
Discovering the Intersection between Technology and Law
Although I had always had an interest in and affinity for technology, I had never seriously considered it a career path or professional interest until unusually late in my academic career, towards the end of high school. Although I had never settled down on a specific idea, because my interests always spanned through so many different fields, I had actually previously considered the idea of law. I had always been skilled in reading and writing academically, especially persuasive writing, which would be a very necessary ability in order to study law. I had also always enjoyed exploring and debating different ideas, which, while it contributed to my ability to be interested in so many different subjects, would also be necessary to law, since it requires being able to understand and argue cases for a variety of fields and even law disciplines, especially within law school and before specialization. I had also participated in the Virginia Aerospace Science and Technology Scholars program and summer academy through NASA around this time, and although I was drawn in initially through the idea of studying science and aerospace, was able to specifically serve as the Law and Policy Specialist for my team, and was able to serve as the legal council for a mock space expedition. This experience was very enlightening towards my involvement in law, since it showed me how law could intersect with my other interests and allow me to have a real impact on other fields I was interested in. I was able to see how international and national laws regarding space exploration and aeronautics governed everything from environmental impact to politics and geography, ensuring that technology could be innovated and adapted while maintaining a positive impact on the people and environments involved.
What led me to began considering the idea of technology, and specifically cybersecurity, were actually the current events I saw regarding issues like privacy, and how they were evolving in our digital age. A notable example of this is the establishment of Flock Automated License Plate Reader (ALPR) cameras within Hampton Roads. These cameras are able to automatically, continuously scan and record vehicles, categorize them by license plate or other details using artificial intelligence, and store this data within a network of cameras within the jurisdiction they are from or, typically, within the entire global Flock network. While these cameras were initially established to prevent crimes, especially issues like kidnapping, where the risk of out-of-state travel was high, they have become incredibly controversial due to the amount of data they collect on individuals and the risks that come with how they actually process that data. Well known law groups, such as the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and the Institute for Justice, have created advisories and even lawsuits against Flock due to the lack of security on the cameras themselves, the lack of restrictions regarding how data collected can be processed, and the potential uses for this data against citizens. Studying this issue further and listening to others who were concerned, such as cybersecurity experts, rights advocates, law professionals, and the public in general showed me how far issues like privacy could reach, especially with the abilities and constant presence of technology today, and how important it is to establish regulations that understand the potential benefits and risks of modern technology. 
Developing a Cybersecurity Background
	Studying at Old Dominion University (ODU) was where I really began learning about cybersecurity, its complexities, and how it could specifically be understood in relation to my other interests. I have taken a variety of classes during my time at ODU, where I have majored in cybersecurity, many centering around the technical hardware, software, and networking concepts employed in cybersecurity, as well as many about cybersecurity frameworks, regulations, and how it is supported and controlled by both the legal system and dedicated federal agencies aiming to encourage the technology to be used to protect critical systems. One of these classes that really made an impact on me and my journey was Cyber Law, which centers around how US civil and criminal laws impact digital and cyber activities and how a variety of cyberspace activities are specifically governed by laws and directives. This course specifically had sections that discussed how the amendments, such as the right to freedom of expression and the right against unreasonable search and seizure, have historically been and typically are interpreted in relation to the digital space as compared to their traditional meaning, such as how protections against search and seizure have historically protected against some types of phone surveillance without a warrant. Being able to study these subjects more academically only confirmed my interest in them and the idea that the intersection between cyberspace and law was a growing field of study, both in those involved in studying and in its impact. My more technical classes, such as those focusing on programming languages and how to manage operating systems like Linux, also provided my very important background. It was incredibly important to me to also gain a technical background while at ODU, as I believe that, in order to effectively consider how technology should be supported or limited, individuals need to understand the actual way that the technology works and its actual capabilities, as well as the actual, practical ways it could be impacted by regulations.
	I also gained valuable experience in the field of cybersecurity through my Risk Assessment Analyst internship through the Commonwealth of Virginia Center for Cybersecurity Innovation. This internship, which I gained through ODU, allowed me to be paired with an actual local business and provide free cybersecurity advising to them, such as identifying risks and designing protocols and mitigation strategies for them to follow, to allow them to more effectively protect their business and its operations. This experience allowed me to truly understand small business’ relationship with cybersecurity and the regulations involved, which is incredibly important as small business’ are often disproportionately impacted by overly strict regulations, often lacking the expertise or funding to fully understand and comply with the constantly evolving landscape.
Other Experiences and Skills at ODU
	Even experiences that have a less direct connection to my previous experiences and future goals have had a huge impact on my skills and interests. For example, my extracurricular experiences, such as in the Student Art League and Student Government Association here at ODU, have allowed me to connect with students studying different fields that I might not have been able to meet otherwise. This has enabled me to broaden my perspective and understanding of how cybersecurity impacts and is important in such different situations and use-cases, and how the law must be understood and applied in order to actually fit these situation’s needs. I was also able to practice more broad skills, such as organization, communicating with larger groups, and troubleshooting issues through these experiences.
	I have also had multiple instances of work experience that have had a large influence on my academic journey, even without being directly related to my career path. For example, jobs I have worked in the past, such as at Tropical Smoothie Cafe and Auntie Anne’s Pretzels, and even the my current position as a Marketing Intern with Aramark, have hugely improved my soft skills, such as communication, as is necessary to communicate with customers or other students, time management, and being able to react and respond to issues as they occur. These skills are all incredibly important, both within the field of cybersecurity and within law. Cybersecurity, as a discipline, requires being able to spot and decipher complex technical issues quickly and communicate these to clients and colleagues, and understanding this technology and these processes is integral to working in fields related to cybersecurity, whether that is as an actual analyst gaining expertise in the field or a lawyer working on laws or cases related to cybersecurity.
Conclusion
My journey to combining cybersecurity and law has been an enlightening and valuable experience. From my initial interest in technology and privacy issues to my academic and professional experiences at Old Dominion University, every step has allowed me to further develop my skills in these fields and understand the ways that I can use my background to contribute to them meaningfully. With my foundation in cybersecurity, my passion for privacy law, and my desire to contribute to change in the digital world, I am thankful for the experiences that have led me through this journey and for the future potential within the fields of cybersecurity and law.
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