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Hacking Humans Write-Up
	With the growth of the direct-to-consumer DNA testing service industry due to humanity’s innate curiosity as to our origins, the safety of digitizing human DNA has been called in to question.  The crux of the issue is not the ability to digitize DNA, but whether or not we should.  
	Digitizing human DNA can provide many benefits to society.  The primary benefits to humanity would come from the medical field.  Whether that enables a greater understanding of DNA that would allow us to cure previously incurable illnesses or eradicating something like a genetic predisposition to cancer all together.
	On the contrary, digitizing human DNA opens the door for malicious actors to get their hands on the world’s most significant personally identifiable information.  Given that the emergence of this concept is still relatively in its’ infancy, the potential harmful uses of our DNA have probably not yet been fully realized, however, that will not stop hackers from exploring their options.
	The difference between having other types of PII stolen (social security number, drivers’ license, etc.) and having your DNA stolen is that your historic forms of PII can be changed; you can get a new social security number.  You cannot, however, get a new set of DNA.
	The digitization of DNA also brings to light other ethical dilemmas.  Should organizations be able to request your DNA to see if you are fit for employment in a similar manner to them asking for your credit history?  
	Though we as consumers are unfortunately used to data breaches concerning our other forms of PII, we should not tolerate the same sort of breaches for our DNA.
