
 
I knew I wanted to follow a career path that would have a significant influence when I started my 
academic career at Old Dominion University. I discovered that cybersecurity goes much beyond 
networks, encryption, and system defense, but it soon became the focal point of that adventure. 
It is intricately linked to human rights, ethics, politics, communication, and how people use 
technology. As a result, my academic experience has been multidisciplinary, introspective, and 
transformative rather than linear. 
I used to think of cybersecurity as a purely technical area. Threat maps, firewalls, lengthy code 
strings, and the stress of responding to assaults were all things I could picture. My classes 
eventually showed me that cybersecurity has a direct connection to human behavior, 
government, the law, social responsibility, and global inequality. My perspective on my work in 
this field drastically changed when I realized that systems fail not only because of code but also 
because of people, regulations, or ethical oversights. This insight inspired me to start linking 
concepts across fields rather than compartmentalizing them, and to approach my courses with 
greater interest and focus. 
Technical writing emerged as one of the most important abilities I acquired during my degree. 
Despite being crucial, writing is frequently disregarded in cybersecurity. Communication 
influences the flow of knowledge and the decision-making process, whether it is used to 
describe a vulnerability, record a system, analyze a cyberattack, or suggest changes. My study 
on cybersecurity and human rights, my examination of election security, and my investigation of 
Trusted Execution Environments are just a few of the writings that required me to take 
complicated concepts and turn them into coherent, readable prose. I learned how to 
communicate technical knowledge to audiences ranging from specialists to regular users 
through these tasks, which also taught me how to write with accuracy and purpose. 
Presentations were another significant area where I needed to improve. When I first started my 
degree, I frequently felt anxious when I presented my thoughts because I wasn't sure if I had 
enough confidence or the correct words. I gained knowledge about meaningful communication 
in addition to content presentation through class presentations, PowerPoint assignments, 
conversations, and peer reviews. Effective presentations need confidence, clarity, and 
storytelling skills in addition to slides. Over time, I developed the capacity to professionally 
defend views, synthesize research findings, and explain complex concepts. As cybersecurity 
increasingly requires cooperation, briefings, and communication across multiple teams, this 
ability will continue to be crucial. 
A common theme in a lot of my work was interdisciplinary study. I learned to investigate subjects 
from a variety of angles, whether I was looking at the relationship between cybersecurity and 
human rights, assessing the social ramifications of digital privacy, or researching economic and 
technological failures. I learned to ask more complicated questions thanks to interdisciplinarity: 
How does a technology affect society? Who gains and who loses? What economic, political, and 
cultural elements influence the issue? I was able to go beyond quick fixes and into more 
in-depth, significant analysis because of this method of thinking. 
Additionally, critical thinking was crucial to my academic growth. Numerous assignments forced 
me to assess the facts, question presumptions, take into account other interpretations, and think 
about the ethical ramifications. Forced me to evaluate not just what occurred but also why and 



what could have been done better. This ability improved my capacity for systematic 
problem-solving, which is essential in cybersecurity and many other professional domains. 
My degree taught me a lot about myself in addition to exposing me to a variety of technical and 
analytical curricula. I discovered that I appreciate organization, clarity, and practical application 
in my work. I discovered that if I dissect complicated systems piece by piece, I can comprehend 
them. I discovered that having multidisciplinary knowledge gives me the ability to formulate 
more intelligent concerns and solutions. I discovered that the ability to communicate effectively 
through writing, speaking, or teamwork is equally as crucial as technical proficiency. 
Most significantly, I discovered that mastering everything at once does not lead to advancement. 
It results from perseverance, patience, and a desire to learn. I learned something about my 
approach to work and my learning style from every lesson, task, and difficulty. These lessons 
are reflected in this portfolio. It demonstrates how I improved my capacity for critical thinking, 
effective communication, research, and multidisciplinary problem-solving. 
I am confident that the abilities displayed here will help me in whichever job path I choose. 
Understanding how cybersecurity is related to human rights, government, research, and 
communication will enable me to make thoughtful contributions to the subject as it continues to 
develop quickly. With my portfolio, I wish to show you the work, examination, and development 
that went into my academic career and the multidisciplinary identity I developed along the way. 
One of the fundamental abilities I acquired while pursuing my degree was technical writing. This 
ability entails interpreting scientific concepts for various audiences, organizing research 
rationally, and concisely presenting complicated facts. This is a crucial skill, as many 
cybersecurity positions require reporting, policy writing, analysis, and documentation. The 
research papers on cybersecurity and human rights, election security analysis, and my Trusted 
Execution Environment (TEE) research study serve as examples of this. These artifacts show 
my capacity to arrange lengthy writing, conduct in-depth analyses, and effectively convey 
conclusions. 
I was able to enhance my visual design, vocal communication, and message delivery via 
presentations. When working in a team, briefing supervisors, or educating non-technical 
stakeholders about cyber threats, effective presentation skills are crucial. My visual analysis, 
Rights Radar, and Entrepreneurship Business Idea Presentation are the pieces that 
demonstrate this. These artifacts demonstrate my capacity for confident communication, 
concept summarization, and audience engagement through graphics. 
This talent demonstrates my capacity to examine problems from a variety of angles, including 
technical, ethical, social, and political. It demonstrates my capacity to construct arguments, 
assess facts, and think beyond the box. This ability is demonstrated in my Business Failures 
Analysis, Human Rights & Digital Privacy Essay, and Entrepreneurship Reflection on Innovation 
and Risk. These artifacts show how I apply critical thinking to comprehend complicated issues 
and combine information from several professions.  


