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Introduction
A cybersecurity analyst also referred to as an IT security analyst, has the responsibility of monitoring and predicting cybersecurity threats. This includes configuring tools, evaluating strengths/weaknesses, and reading/writing reports (WGU, 2024). Typically, these jobs require a bachelors in cyber security, and scale upwards starting from entry level. There is a broad range of necessary skills and certifications that hiring managers prefer, necessary skills include communication, attention to detail, tech knowledge, and problem solving. Each of these skills play a crucial role in a cybersecurity analyst’s kit. Their median salary as of 2023 was $120,360 according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Relevance
Cyber security analysts engage in a large number of team efforts, from reviewing papers, to researching threat history. In turn, teamwork is a very important social skill for this field. Many cyber criminals work in teams, collaborating thoughts to find weaknesses and craft exploits, this makes teamwork the best counter. Social science has proven many benefits from engaging in teamwork, including an increase in problem solving capabilities, larger opportunity for growth, boosted productivity, and smarter risk-taking to name a few (Middleton, 2024). All of these benefits strongly synergize with requirements to be a cyber security analyst. Problem solving and critical thinking are a necessity to find and patch vulnerabilities because not every issue has a textbook solution. There is also a strong connection between good teams and good communication, which is another analyst’s skill. Better communication means higher productivity, more experience, and increased efficiency. There are a few more social behaviors that cyber security analysts should practice if they want to climb the ladder to higher paying positions. Continued learning is a good way to stand out to your peers and higher ups as well. Analysts that not only retain information from past experiences, but go out of their way to educate themselves on topics beyond the requirements, typically find themselves earning promotions more quickly, and more frequently. Since not everyone is adept at communication, or has experience in working with teams, some issues can arise. STEM majors may be more introverted, which can lead to difficulty introducing teams or communicating upcoming events. Other majors from college may seek this position as well, so differences in training and experience is another issue some groups may face. Although there are many potential issues when creating a team, most companies have proper training, and take the best practices into crafting their teams and allocating individual work.
Conclusion
Cyber security analysts have a very important role in monitoring and reinforcing a company’s cyber security weaknesses. They require skills to work in teams, investigate, and patch vulnerabilities. In the social sciences sphere, cyber security analysts are good communicators, and review papers for peers. They are also strong critical thinkers who are able to come up with solutions beyond the textbook. Finally, the best analysts strive for continued learning and will actively research topics that they might not otherwise be required to. The job of cyber security analyst is a high paying job due to its importance to every digitally involved company, and its demanding daily routine.
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