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The article "Cyberattacks, Cyber Threats and Attitudes Toward Cybersecurity Policies" by Snider et al. (2021) is about people’s views about cyberattacks and how they can affect opinions about cybersecurity policies. I think this topic connects well with science because it focuses on people’s behavior, attitudes, views and how they react when they feel threatened. It also shows that cybersecurity is not an issue on the technology side because people’s reactions and decisions can affect cybersecurity policies. The researchers wanted to find out if being exposed to information about cyberattacks would change how people viewed cyber threats and whether it would affect their support for cybersecurity policies. They conducted a survey experiment with 1,022 participants from Israel. Some participants watched news reports about cyberattacks while others were placed in a control group. The researchers then compared the participants’ responses. The study used analysis to examine the results, including ANOVA, pairwise comparisons and mediation analysis. The results showed that exposure to cyberattacks increased people’s perceptions of cyber threats. The study also found differences in how participants responded to cybersecurity policies. I can connect this article to concepts we have discussed in CYSE 201S, including cyber victimization, human behavior, risk, threat perception and the psychological effects of cybercrime. I also think the article raises concerns for marginalized groups because cybersecurity policies can involve privacy and government monitoring. People who are already vulnerable could be affected differently by these policies even though marginalized groups were not the focus of this study. Overall, I think this study contributes to society by showing that people’s opinions about cybersecurity can be influenced by how they perceive cyber threats. It also shows why policymakers need to think about security, privacy and people’s rights when creating cybersecurity policies.
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