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What is Service-Learning ?

• Service learning is a teaching and learning 
strategy that integrates meaningful community 
service with instruction and reflection to enrich 
the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, 
and strengthen communities 

(Learn and Serve America National 
Service Learning Clearinghouse).



So you’re going to do service-
learning?



And then you start planning…



Challenges

• Time-consuming

• More prep time

• Dealing with clients

• Finding the right fit for 
your class

• My class is online

• Project logistics



So why do it?

• Builds upon and enhances course concepts

• Helps students understand the relevance of 
what they’re learning

• Promotes civic engagement



So why do it?





Think about a class you teach…

• Assigned readings

• Foundational course 
concepts

• Demonstration of 
proficiency in subject 
area



Think about a class you teach…

• This is hard…

• I don’t understand what 
I’m reading…

• Am I ever going to use 
this is real life?



So why do it?

• Builds upon and enhances course concepts

• Helps students understand the relevance of 
what they’re learning

• Promotes civic engagement



YOUR TURN!



Let’s Start Planning Your Service-
Learning Experience

• Think about a course you’re teaching

– How many students?

– Course delivery? (F2F, online, blended)

– What challenges do students encounter 
with course content?

– What challenges do you encounter with 
delivering course content?

Course Logistics



ODU Example



Desired Learning Outcomes



What are your desirable learning 
outcomes?

Project Goals



Let’s Start Planning Your Service-
Learning Experience

• How do you want to scale your project?

– One day event?

– Semester long experience?

– Individual projects/Group?

– How involved do you want to be in the 
process?

Logistics



Identifying a Community Partner

• Are there any community organizations 
that you’re aware of that could benefit 
from your class?



Identifying a Community Partner



Location of the Non-Profit



Memorandum of Understanding



What about assessment?
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Course Contract With Students

RUBRIC!



Assessment



Other

AssessmentDesign Plan



Final Thought
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