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Professor Foster's French Lesson 

While researching letters from American soldiers in the First World War for my HIST201 class, 

I found an issue of "Trench and Camp", a trench journal or newspaper that was issued among 

military camps during the war. This issue was from December 17, 1917 (102 years ago). I took a 

screenshot rather than showing the whole page as some of the contents explained tragic details of 

the war that are better not shared here. In the large box on the top, there is a nice patriotic poem. 

Below and to the right of the box, you can see a letter from a soldier named Joe who had recently 

been transferred from New York to France. To the left of and below that letter is Professor 

Foster's French Lesson. Here, there are useful phrases for American soldiers deployed to France. 

These phrases are presented in three ways: first in French, next in a breakdown of the French 

pronunciation, and lastly in English. They are useful phrases for getting around France by train. I 

do not know the background of this or who Professor Foster is, but I assume that he or she wrote 

in multiple issues of "Trench and Camp" to give English-speaking Americans the knowledge 

they needed to get around France during the Great War. I found some of the phrases easy to 

understand, while others were more difficult. It is interesting to find publications like this that 

were written over a hundred years ago when the world was much different than it is now. It 

really puts things into perspective seeing a newspaper containing vital information American 

soldiers needed to get around France in 1917, while I am here in 2020 using the internet and 

writing about it on my smartphone. 

I accessed this page from "Trench and Camp" using the ODU library resource ProQuest. 


