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One of the topics I engaged with in the course was Ubuntu ethics. Initially, my

perception of Ubuntu was only of the term from the Open Source Linux operating

system. I never knew of the background or origins of the word or the meaning. My

understanding has evolved and most definitely deepened and fleshed out. I now know it

is a philosophical idea and guide for inclusive and supportive communities. It has

challenged me to consider the importance of empathy, the value of collective well-being,

and the impact of our actions on others. I have gained nuance regarding individualism

and collectivism. While Ubuntu emphasizes the collective community, it does not ignore

the importance of individual responsibility. It highlights individual strengths and

contributions being healthy for the group. This helps me appreciate the dynamics of a

community and the importance of valuing each person and their contributions. My

takeaway is essentially a reminder of the principles behind Ubuntu. Make sure to

prioritize empathy, compassion, and community. It promotes both individual and

collective growth.

The second topic would be the Codes of Ethics. My understanding and

appreciation of the professional responsibility that comes with the Code of Ethics has

grown. Initially, I viewed these codes primarily as guidelines for legal compliance and

professional conduct. However, I have since come to recognize that they represent a

broader commitment to ethical principles that support the professional spaces in society.

One important aspect is the importance of accountability and transparency. The ethical

implications of our work are more important now than ever. This has deepened my

understanding of honesty and integrity in regard to topics like data privacy and the

responsible use of information and technology. In all aspects of the Code of Ethics,

many traits are valued, such as accountability, respect, trust, and more. Always prioritize

ethical integrity over convenience or profit. The Code of Ethics also teaches you to stay

accountable, continuously educate yourself, and attempt to uphold high ethical

standards.

The last topic that I will mention is the understanding of Information Warfare.

Information warfare is the strategic use of information to gain a competitive advantage
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over an opponent. This would include cyber attacks, misinformation, propaganda, and

any other tactics with the objective of manipulating public opinion or disrupting

communication channels. I have always known about Information Warfare, however, I

may have only focused on the misinformation aspect. My perspective has broadened

since and I now appreciate the complexity of information warfare. It is way more than

surface level and can expand to psychological elements. My takeaway from the subject

is to always question the source and intent of information. Truth is essential information

and/or ammo to have. This takeaway serves as a reminder to remain vigilant in this

deceptive landscape. It underscores the importance of ethics and the need for a

nuanced understanding of the many layers involved in this modern battlefield.

In conclusion, many aspects of the course have shaped and expanded my

understanding of ethics, community, and information warfare in modern times. Through

exploring Ubuntu ethics, I have gained an appreciation for the balance between

individual responsibility and collective well-being. The Code of Ethics has explored the

significance of accountability, transparency, and integrity, reinforcing the importance of

ethical decision-making. Lastly, the exploration of Information Warfare pushes us to

critically assess sources and intentions behind the information that we come across.

The takeaways emphasize a thoughtful and ethical approach to behavior in professional

and societal settings.


