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Step 1: Installation 

Open your terminal. 

Update the package list to ensure you have the latest information on available packages: 
sudo apt update 

Install Snort using the package manager: 

sudo apt install snort 

You might be prompted to confirm the installation. Type "Y" and press Enter. 

1. During the installation, you may be asked to configure your network interface. Choose the 
interface that connects to your network 

2. After installation, Snort should be up and running. 
Step 2: Configure Snort 

1. Create a configuration file for Snort. You can use the default configuration as a starting point: 
sudo cp /etc/snort/snort.conf /etc/snort/snort.local.conf 

Edit the configuration file: 

sudo nano /etc/snort/snort.local.conf 

Customize your Snort rules, network settings, and include any additional rulesets as 
needed. Save the changes. 

Snort uses rules to detect suspicious network activity. You can find and 
download community rules from the Snort website: 
https://www.snort.org/community. 

You can also enable/disable specific rules in your configuration file. 

Step 4: Start Snort 

1. Start Snort in Network Intrusion Detection mode: 
sudo snort -A console -q -u snort -g snort -c /etc/snort/snort.local.conf -i 
<your_network_interface> 

Replace <your_network_interface> with the appropriate network interface you 
configured earlier. 

Snort will start monitoring network traffic and generating alerts. 

Step 5: Test and Monitor 

1. Generate some network traffic or attempt known attacks to test Snort's functionality. 
2. Snort will generate alerts for any suspicious activity based on the defined rules. 
Step 6: View Alerts 



To view Snort alerts, you can check the /var/log/snort/alert file. You can 
also use Snorby, BASE, or other web interfaces to manage Snort alerts. 

Step 7: Customization and Ongoing Management
Customize your rules and configurations based on your network's specific needs and 
monitor Snort regularly for security events. 

This is a basic guide to get you started with Snort. For a production environment, you 
should consider additional security measures and consult Snort documentation and best 
practices. 

1. Ensure you have a Linux-based system (e.g., Ubuntu) with administrative 

privileges. 2. Install Snort using the package manager. 

3. Create and customize a Snort configuration file. 

4. Download community rules or create custom rules for specific network monitoring. 

5. Start Snort in Network Intrusion Detection mode, monitoring network traffic. 6. 

Test Snort by generating network activity and monitor alerts. 

7. View alerts in the `/var/log/snort/alert` file and consider using web interfaces for 
management. 

8. Customize and manage Snort's rules and configurations as needed for your network's 
security. 

Include screenshots of key steps for reference. This guide provides a starting point; 
consult Snort documentation and best practices for production environments.










