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The National Cybersecurity Strategy of March 2023 marks a pivotal shift in the United
States' approach to cybersecurity, emphasizing a multi-faceted and proactive stance. The strategy,
structured around five distinct pillars, integrates both immediate defensive actions and long-term

investments, addressing the ever-evolving landscape of cyber threats.

Pillar One: Defend Critical Infrastructure

The first pillar is foundational, targeting the security of systems and assets integral to
national security and public safety. The emphasis on modernizing federal defenses is particularly
crucial in an era where technological advancements are rapid and unrelenting. The strategy's call
for establishing cybersecurity requirements across critical sectors is a pragmatic approach,

recognizing the interdependence of different infrastructures in the national fabric.

Pillar Two: Disrupt and Dismantle Threat Actors

This pillar signifies an aggressive posture towards cyber threats. The integration of
federal disruption activities with enhanced public-private collaboration reflects a nuanced
understanding of the complex nature of cyber threats, which often blur the lines between national

and corporate security.

Pillar Three: Shape Market Forces to Drive Security and Resilience

Arguably, this is the most innovative aspect of the strategy. It aims to leverage market
dynamics to prioritize cybersecurity, a move that could transform the landscape of cyber
defenses. By holding data stewards accountable and fostering the development of secure IoT
devices, the strategy seeks to embed cybersecurity into the fabric of technological development

and corporate responsibility.
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Pillar Four: Invest in a Resilient Future

Focusing on the long-term, this pillar addresses the need to secure the technical
foundations of the internet and prepare for emerging challenges such as post-quantum
cybersecurity. The emphasis on developing a robust cyber workforce is particularly

commendable, acknowledging the human element in cybersecurity.

Pillar Five: Forge International Partnerships to Pursue Shared Goals
The final pillar recognizes cybersecurity as a global issue, necessitating international
cooperation. Building coalitions and strengthening international partner capacities are critical

steps in creating a unified front against cyber threats.

The National Cybersecurity Strategy of March 2023 is a comprehensive response to the
complexities of modern cyber threats. Its balanced focus on immediate action and future-
proofing through investment and international cooperation positions the United States to not just
respond to, but proactively shape the future of cybersecurity. This strategy is not just a set of
guidelines; it is a call to action for all stakeholders in the cyber ecosystem, from government

entities to private corporations and international partners.

The strategy’s success, however, will largely depend on its implementation. It requires
not only government commitment but also active participation from private sectors and
international bodies. The dynamic nature of cyber threats means that the strategy will need
continuous evaluation and adaptation. As such, it sets the stage for an ongoing, evolving battle

against cyber threats, one that demands vigilance, innovation, and collaboration.
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The National Cybersecurity Strategy of March 2023 responds with a comprehensive
framework, notably in its first pillar, “Defend Critical Infrastructure.” This pillar underscores the
urgency and complexity of protecting essential systems and assets crucial for national security

and public safety.

The Essence of the Pillar

The core of this pillar lies in its multifaceted approach to cybersecurity. It demands not
only the fortification of physical and digital infrastructures but also a shift in how these critical
systems is perceived in terms of national security. The strategy acknowledges that threats to

critical infrastructure transcend physical borders and can disrupt societal functions.

Strategic Objectives

The strategic objectives outlined in Pillar One of the National Cybersecurity Strategy
March 2023 focus on enhancing the cybersecurity of critical infrastructure. These objectives
include establishing a robust regulatory framework, scaling up public-private collaboration,
integrating federal cybersecurity centers, updating federal incident response plans and processes,

and modernizing federal defenses.

A robust regulatory framework is crucial for setting comprehensive cybersecurity
requirements across critical sectors, which is vital for establishing baseline defenses. Enhanced
public-private partnerships are recognized as essential, given the shared responsibility in
protecting critical infrastructure, calling for strengthened collaboration between government and

private sector entities.

The integration of various federal cybersecurity centers highlights the need for a unified

defense strategy, ensuring coherence and efficiency in responding to threats. Updating federal



Sarab Ahluwalia 5

incident response plans and modernizing defenses are critical steps in keeping pace with the

evolving nature of cyber threats.

These strategic objectives, when implemented effectively, can fortify the resilience and security

of critical national infrastructure against emerging cyber threats.

Challenges and Future Directions

Implementing this strategy presents unique challenges, primarily balancing stringent
security requirements with the operational capabilities of different sectors. Furthermore, the
success of public-private partnerships hinges on mutual trust and effective communication. The
dynamic nature of cyber threats also demands that strategies and defenses be continuously

revised and updated.

Pillar One of the National Cybersecurity Strategy March 2023 is a testament to the
evolving understanding of national security in the digital age. It presents a balanced approach,
combining immediate security measures with a vision for long-term resilience. The effective
implementation of this pillar could set a global benchmark in protecting critical infrastructure
against emerging cyber threats and of federal cybersecurity centers aims to streamline and unify
efforts across different government entities, fostering a more coordinated and efficient response
to cyber threats. These initiatives, taken together, represent a proactive and comprehensive
approach to bolstering national cybersecurity, with the aim of not only addressing current threats

but also anticipating and preparing for future challenges.
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