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[bookmark: _Toc409783210]Dear Professor Norris, 

Cyber Attacks have become increasingly advanced worldwide, especially in businesses and organizations that are quickly trying to enforce restrictions to protect their company and customer’s data. According to research, in 2023, cyber security breaches have rapidly increased by 20%. Unfortunately, businesses have lost billions of dollars and important data. Johnson, M. (2023). In addition, businesses globally have suffered more than $6 trillion in damages due to Cyber Attacks, increasing within the coming years. Many well-known companies such as Target and Marriot have all experienced massive data breaches that disclosed millions of personal data and confidential customer records. 
These breaches are often a result of vulnerabilities that could have been prevented if the proper measures had been taken. The effects these breaches have caused are beyond the scope of financial loss or personal data loss, it caused many companies to have negative reputations and has caused individuals to lack trust because of how much important information they lost. This is an ongoing global security issue. My research has settled down to this main question: What preventions can companies and organizations implement to avoid cyber security breaches from happening? This question is crucial for understanding how to navigate cyber breaches and how to prevent as many as possible further. 

I have always been intrigued by how organizations protect their data and information and what their protocols are for when a breach is in progress. Although I have not worked in a Cyber security workplace, my drive and ambition towards the prevention of cyber breaches have given me a different outlook on the importance of data security and how it should be protected. Furthermore, throughout my upcoming career path, I strive to normalize the priority of security for the company’s data. We should be implementing structures to protect the company’s data with firewalls, anti-virus software, data backups, vulnerability analysis, and penetration testing. I may not be a cyber expert yet, however, from my research and from the classes that I have taken in academia, I wholeheartedly believe that using these protocols and tools will ensure better safety for the company’s data and sensitive information. My ultimate goal is to contribute time and effort to the foundation of cybersecurity attacks and how organizations can prevent them in the future. 
This article by Shaikh, F. A. (2023, January). Information security risk assessments following cybersecurity breaches: The mediating role of top management attention to cybersecurity. Volume (124), page number (102974) Article (102974) that I have found on the ODU library database, explores the basis of how cyber breaches and risk management take place within companies and how it affects them. This article created a long shot of questions for me, making me think deeply about understanding how cyber breaches work. Each company should ensure themselves by taking the right measures by putting up safety measures to ensure their company’s safety. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to receiving your feedback on my research proposal. 

Regards, 
Sarah Bennett 
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