Steph Chambers

Philosophy of Elementary Music Education:

Elementary-aged school children are at a critical point in their development where they’re forming a sense of self and beginning to understand how to interact with their peers. The music classroom is uniquely posed to act as bridge between older behaviors and forming cooperative habits with peers that will serve them well the rest of their lives.
Within the safety of a music classroom the students can learn about themselves, their peers, and the world around them through a medium that will be relevant to them the rest of their lives. Musical concepts that spark interest, joy, and a thirst for knowledge should always be the focus while important social skills can be worked on vicariously through the lessons. 
Consistent classroom expectations with a focus on respecting others and themselves are essential to a positive learning environment that gives the students the space they need to practice critical thinking. Presenting these ideas through games, singing, and instruments across K-5 will eventually lead to maintaining the health of the learning environment.
Outside of social skills, setting up the higher grades (i.e. 4th and 5th grade) to be musically literate is one of the most important skills to focus on. Fifth graders especially must be prepared for graduating and moving onto middles school music where many will be expected to at least synthesize the knowledge they retained in a relevant manner.
There are benefits to not strictly using one music methodology; to be able to reap these benefits, however, one must understand their foundations first. In general, a music methodology is structured with the express purpose of building student comprehension of a core topic or skill that was found to be lacking in older students. In practice they are a road map for how a student’s early years in music will go and are an excellent tool for the teacher to utilize. I, myself, prefer a mixture of Dalcroze, SongWorks, Orff, and Gordon for the Elementary classroom. I have found that children benefit from an interactive mixture that encourages them to get active for certain parts of the class time and easing them into notation reading through instrumental and singing activities.
Thus far, my journey as an elementary music specialist is just starting out but I have already learned so much beyond music methodologies or quick tips for surviving your first few years. I’ve had the opportunity to learn what students are like right now and the level of dedication that will be required of me. Although a daunting task it may seem I am fully prepared to meet the challenges head on and adapt. 
Whether it be moments when a lesson doesn’t land, and I have to stray from the lesson plan or when it clicks for them and I get to work on more advanced material- there’s always so much to learn from them, and for them, and it never truly stops. A good educator is one that continues learning and is unafraid to change things when they stop working.


