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ESSAY ONE FICTION: Analysis of A Rose for Emily
	The story I’ve chosen for my essay on fictional articles is “A Rose for Emily,” which was a story written by William Faulkner and published on April 30, 1930. The focus of the story is on a woman named Emily Grierson, who recently passed away, while the townsfolk of her community visit her funeral to pay their respects and visit her old abandoned home to explore her history. This analysis paper will cover the literary elements revolving around the story on how words are used to describe the scenes, the details based on the timeline of the story, and how the story unfolds at a time when it’s been decades since the American Civil War ended.
The story was published in 1930, and the setting takes place in the year 1894, showing that it was a book made when segregation and survivors of the Civil War were still around. During that time, black people were still segregated with little or no freedom given to them in the poverty conditions in which they were left. This plays a crucial role in illustrating to the reader what life was like for the black community at the time and what the world looked like. One of the main narrative devices used in the story is language that depicts the world in which the story takes place, including how people referred to blacks and what societal expectations were like at that time. Some of the language, like Negro or Nigger were used to describe black folks as it was the norm to say that. “The little boys would follow in groups to hear him cuss the niggers, and the niggers singing in time to the rise and fall of picks.” (Faulkner 5). 
Another literary device that is used is symbolism, as the narrator describes Emily’s behavior when it comes to the death of Mr. Grierson and how she took it. When he died, the townsfolk were hoping that Emily would offer their condolences, but told everyone that her father was not dead… only for three days later, she turned in her father’s body. “She did that for three days, with the ministers calling on her, and the doctors, trying to persuade her to let them dispose of the body” (Faulkner 4). This behavior here is symbolic that she isn’t acting normally and can’t move on from her father’s passing. It’s a tragic theme as she was also revealed to be sick for a long time after this incident, with her appearance being much different, as if she were breaking down. This could be seen by the viewer as tragic and eerie, especially after she broke down from burning her father. “SHE was sick for a long time. When we saw her again, her hair was cut short, making her look like a girl, with a vague resemblance to those angels in colored church windows — sort of tragic and serene.” (Faulkner 5).
A third and final literary device that’s in the story is foreshadowing. There’s a hidden message that William Faulkner is trying to convey to the reader so they can understand Emily’s actions and what guess on what she plans on doing next. The book tells of Emily going to a druggist to buy some poison, but she wants the strongest poison she can get her hands on without giving a reason to the druggist. She was required by law to explain what she was using it for, and ultimately got what she wanted with a note that says “For rats. “Miss Emily just stared at him, her head tilted back in order to look him eye for eye, until he looked away and went and got the arsenic and wrapped it up. The Negro delivery boy brought her the package; the druggist didn’t come back. When she opened the package at home, there was written on the box, under the skull and bones: “For rats.”” (Faulkner 5) This is unusual because a woman buying rat poison at that time period wasn’t a common thing, as they would usually stay at home. This could foreshadow to the reader that Ms. Emily has an ulterior motive to use the arsenic, and it keeps the reader engaged with the mystery of what she’ll do next. 
Two sources that criticize this book are SANEE775 (Alex) from Teen Ink and StudyCorgi. Alex criticizes that some of the actions done by characters like Emily didn’t make sense. When her father died, Teen Ink mentioned how she was free from her father’s control, and she could take the opportunity to change when she didn’t even when some men offered her hand. “Although this was a sad moment for Emily, she was free from the control of her father. She didn’t take advantage of that opportunity because she wasn’t used to change and didn’t want to start adapting to it.” (Alex 2). The other critic, StudyCorgi, pointed out that the story has a lot of details and information that describe each scene, including the background elements, which can make the reading seem overwhelming. “The most critical factors include the presentation of information by observers, the atmosphere of the house, the individuals involved in the events, and the progression of the author’s thoughts” (Corgi 2)
Some of the criticisms have some valid points, as the story has an issue of using complex words constantly to describe the story, and the overuse of details to tell the reader what everything looked like. The pacing was also all over the place, with Emily’s past being brought up, but some parts, like her talking about the taxes, confused me about why this was important. 
	In conclusion, this story was chosen because its theme revolved around history with Miss Emily’s past. It explored who she was, what she did during her time in her town before her death, and how her townsfolk thought of her before and after she died. It seemed interesting because it was a book about history, and it was during a time period when it was decades after the Reconstruction Era.
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