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ESSAY THREE: Drama analysis in the play Fences
	The play that was chosen for this essay is a play named Fences. This play was written by August Wilson and performed in 1985. The story of the play is set in the 1950s, where a middle-aged man named Troy Maxson, an African-American who was a former baseball player, is working as a garbage collector in Pittsburgh, hoping to make do with what job he managed to get. This play centers on the themes of race, family, and unfulfilled dreams that explore the struggle of Black Americans during the 1950s, showing the problems of racial inequality and limited opportunity. 
	Fences have a theme that focuses on drama, which delves into the complexities of character emotions, doubt, conflict, and resolution. The important elements in a drama are the characters, their development over time, and how they interact with one another to develop a dynamic relationship for the audience to feel and understand. The essay will explore the protagonist and antagonist of the play, who the dynamic character is that explores their change over time, how the setting plays a role in how the characters react, and how the setting is the motivating factor of the conflict.
	Troy Maxton is the protagonist of the story, who is shown to be in a loving family with his wife, supporting friends, and son. Despite being poor, He tried to break the barriers that were being built around him by being a hard-working, strong, and storytelling person. He even wanted to be the breadwinner for his family and his friend Jim Bono by being a major league baseball player, but he couldn’t because of the rules set by society when he was growing up. This conflict of the past leads to confusion, which leads him to be confused and angry as to why this had to happen back then. 
	Troy Maxson is not only the protagonist of the play, but also plays the antagonist against himself because of the controversial nature he makes to himself that opposes his goals. Despite having these people who care about him, he is shown to be lonely, doubtful of himself, and fearful at the center of his family. He is shown as a man who tries to escape his life of struggle with his ego, but a man whose self-doubts are rooted in the hardships of discrimination and being looked down upon for being colored, especially in his workplace. "What's the matter, don't I count? You think only white fellows got sense enough to drive a truck. That ain't no paper job! Hell, anybody can drive a truck” (Wilson 5). This burden of being discriminated against ends up making him grouchy around those he loves, especially his family, as his disappointments in his actions end up coming back to haunt him and snowball into his downfall. 
	Tory and Jim Bono are shown to have a dynamic, friendly relationship in the beginning, as Troy bails him out of jail and Bono helps build the fence around the house at the request of Rose. They both have a friendly relationship as they talk with each other while working hard on the fence, with Bono seeing Troy as a leader and a respectful man to his family.  However, overtime as Troy’s dramatic storytelling of his life gets told, he feels like Troy’s lack of effort and inability to pay attention to Bono’s feelings of the topic at hand is negatively impacting their relationship. As Troy later in the story begins to have an affair with another person named Alberta, Bono becomes concerned as to what Troy is doing and tries to warn him about what this could do to Rose, which deteriorates their friendship as she finds out. “I know what Rose means to you, Troy. I'm just trying to say I don't want to see you mess up.” (Wilson 65). This leads to an epiphany in Troy and Bono’s relationship as he witnesses his friend, whom he once knew, slip into desperation from his own doubt and reckless decision-making.
	The setting of the story plays an important role in establishing the struggle that Troy grew up in a time when his family went through tough times due to being of African descent. Troy was born into a large, poor family without many job opportunities, which prevented him from giving payment to people he cared about. “I ain't got no extra money. Gabe done moved over to Miss Pearl's paying her the rent and things done got tight around here. I can't afford to be giving you every payday.” (Wilson 19) Even when building the fence around the house, he views it as a barrier to his goals that leads to the self-doubt he has in his mind, which causes the tension in his family.
While growing up, Troy wasn’t able to go into the big leagues of Baseball due to the segregation policies of his time, which made him resentful of the system that prevented him from achieving his dreams of becoming a baseball player. At one point in his life, while growing up poor, Troy became a mugger who would rob people point-blank for money so he could buy food and shoes. Troy even dreaded in angst about what he did in the past and felt guilty of doing it. “that’s what I was, a robber. I'll tell you the truth. I'm ashamed of it today. But it's the truth. Went to rob this fellow . . . pulled out my knife . . . and he pulled out a gun. Shot” (Wilson 56)
In conclusion, Fences is a story of how racism and segregation affect Troy’s experiences as a black man growing up poor that brings dramatic tensions in his family. The play reflects on Troy’s experiences with the struggles of Black Americans during the 1950s, painting a picture of racial inequality and the limited opportunities available to individuals like him. This causes Troy to not feel happy with his life as he begins to do controversial acts that would cause his relationships with his family to go sour. The fence that they are building represents a metaphor to Rose that separates and protects the family, while Troy sees it only as a barrier. “The Maxson yard serves as a complex representation of Troy Maxson's conflicting emotions; it embodies his desire for stability and rootedness while simultaneously highlighting his resistance to the limitations that come with it.” (Jo 1)


Work cited:
Wilson, August “August Wilson’s ‘Fences.’” YouTube, 15 Jan. 2021, www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCM0rGetW9s. 
Wilson, August. “Full Text of ‘August Wilson “Fences.”’” Internet Archive, archive.org/stream/WilsonFences/Wilson%20Fences_djvu.txt. Accessed 7 Apr. 2026. 
“Dr. Sandra Shannon Discusses August Wilson’s Fences.” Ford’s Theatre, fords.org/dr-sandra-shannon-discusses-august-wilsons-fences/. Accessed 8 Apr. 2026.
Jo , Farrar. “Fences: Analysis of Setting: Literature and Writing: Research Starters: EBSCO Research.” EBSCO, 2022, www.ebsco.com/research-starters/literature-and-writing/fences-analysis-setting. 

	
