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ESSAY TWO: Fiction analysis of The Lady with the Dog
The story that was chosen for essay two is “The Lady with the Dog”, which was written in 1899 by the author Anton Chekhov. It’s about a 40-year-old man named Dmitri Gurov who becomes interested in a young woman named Anna Sergeyevna, whom he sees walking along the seafront of Yalta with her Pomeranian dog. Despite Dmitri having a wife already, he doesn’t feel loyal to her as he considers his wife to be shallow, narrow-minded, and dowdy, along with his mindset that women are considered to be inferior. Despite his way of thinking, he decides to get to know more about Anna Sergeyevna behind his wife’s back and slowly begins to enjoy Anna’s company over time. 
This essay will focus on the theme of imagery, which involves using vivid language and words that convey tone, mood, and images to the reader. There are four types of imagery: descriptive, declarative, assertive, and imaginative imagery. Descriptive imagery involves describing something that creates an image out of the details provided. Declarative imagery is a style that uses observational physical facts that add layers to an action or dialogue for the reader. Assertive imagery involves using soft and hard levels of assertion to give off a low and high level of tone. Lastly, Imaginative imagery focuses on details that have a fantasy tone, yet retain a sense of reality. These four elements of imagery help paint an image and transport the reader into the world of the story. “Through imagery, a poet can transport the reader to another place, painting vivid settings that immerse the reader in a different world.” (DeGuzman 1) Imagery can also be explored through the character's dialogue, feelings, and beliefs to give the reader a better perspective on what is in the story. Imagery is used throughout the story of “The Lady with the Dog” to convey the emotional complexity of the characters' feelings, to show how they feel in the moment, and to describe everything around them. 
The first example of descriptive imagery that was shown is when Dmitri first saw the lady Anna at the theater in her hometown. Chekhov showed the reader how Dmitri’s romantic yearning began to show and how he felt about her. The sight of her beauty was enhanced not only by the words used to describe her, but also by the background environmental noise, which made Dmitri fall in love with her even more. “Lulled by the sounds coming from the wretched orchestra, with its feeble, amateurish violinists, he thought how beautiful she was . . . thought and dreamed. . . .” (Chekhov 81). This is an example of descriptive imagery being used to give the reader an idea of what Dmitri was feeling in that moment and how the author Chekhov used the environment to immerse the reader into Dmitri’s perspective. The author also uses colors in the story to build the world around Dmitri and Anna as they hang out together. “They strolled along, remarking on the strange light over the sea. The water was a warm, tender purple, the moonlight lay on its surface in a golden strip.” (Chekhov 73) 
Declarative imagery is a second element of imagery that is used in the story. When Anna began to tell Dmitri about how she cannot forgive herself for falling in love with Dmitri, she declared out loud about how she feels bad about what she is doing with Dmitri behind her husband's back, and how she cannot forgive herself, for she is a fallen person. “How can I justify myself? I’m a wicked, fallen woman, I despise myself and have not the least thought of self-justification” (Chekhov 75). Chekov demonstrated declarative imagery in this part of the book to demonstrate the strong emotions of the characters, as Anna is doing here. The declarative imagery shows the viewer how she feels about herself by having these feelings for Dmitri despite being married already. She feels that she not only betrayed her husband, but also herself, for letting this happen. 
A third example of imagery used in the story is assertive imagery. When Dmitri and Anna were getting closer together near the end of the story, Anna began to show mixed feelings about the relationship with Dmitri and began asserting to him about how she was feeling about him. In a soft assertion, she began to assert to him that she was so unhappy for so long and tried to forget about him, but he kept coming back to her. “I could think of nothing but you the whole time, I lived on the thoughts of you. I tried to forget—why, oh, why did you come?” (Chekhov 82) Then, in another moment, Anna instantly tells Dmitri about what he must do because she wants to feel happier with him, with a sharp but quiet tone. “D’you hear me, Dmitri Dmitrich? I’ll come to you in Moscow. I have never been happy, I am unhappy now, and I shall never be happy—never! Do not make me suffer still more!” (Chekhov 82) Chekov used this moment of soft and hard assertive imagery to convey the weight of Dmitri’s actions and how Anna felt about her relationship with her husband, and the whirlpool of emotions she was having with Dmitri.
A final example of imagery used in the story is imaginative. When Dmitri began reminiscing about the memories he spent with Anna, his mind was filled with joy, and he began daydreaming about imagining her in the room with him. “When he closed his eyes, she seemed to stand before him in the flesh, still lovelier, younger, tenderer than she had really been, and looking back, he saw himself, too, as better than he had been in Yalta” (Chekhov 79) This scene utilizes imaginative imagery to allow the reader to see what Dmitri is feeling when he thinks of Anna in a fantastical but realistic way. 
The Lady with the Dog utilizes imagery to allow the reader to imagine the words as an actual image and uses emotion to understand the feelings of the characters described. Anton Chekhov uses the emotional scenes effectively to give the reader an idea of how the character is feeling in that moment, using words in detail throughout the story. ”She could not speak, because she was crying. Turning away, she held her handkerchief to her eyes.” (Chekhov 84) This allows the reader to understand the message being conveyed to them and feel more attached to the characters as their emotions are being expressed to them. 
One author named Dana Gioia, praises the story for its use of social interactions to depict the descriptive imagery between the characters and each location to tell a story about the couple.  Taking the reader to different locations allows the reader to be shown something new about the couple. “Each of the story’s major settings–Yalta, Moscow, and the unnamed provincial town of S–– reveal something about the couple.” (Gioia 14)
In conclusion, imagery plays a huge role in literature by showing the different tones of words to paint a picture for the reader. The primary theme of the story is to explore the feelings of Dmitri, who feels a sense of dullness with his wife and resentment of women, but becomes happier at the sight of another woman whom he has feelings for, despite their marriage status. Imagery was used by Chekov to convey the emotions of the characters and the details of each scene, allowing the reader to understand what is going on with the different tones of imagery used. This story was chosen because of its romantic atmosphere of two people who, despite being married already, find love with another person who brings them true happiness. Chekhov expresses Dmitri’s romantic yearning as a way to portray the changing spirit and feelings with the lady of his life, Anna, using words of descriptive imagery and environmental storytelling. 
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