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ESSAY FOUR: Scott’s Reflection Paper
	My name is Scott Worm, and my gender pronouns are he/him. I'm currently studying in college to earn my bachelor's degree in Cybersecurity. I love to study history, video game lore, computers, weather, and criminal justice. I plan to focus on my cybersecurity degree to earn a high-paying job in cyber defense. 
The essay is going to focus on my reflection over this semester of college, with the aspects of the classes, the look of my college experience, what I could have done better, and what happens next in the future with my college life. 
During this school year, I enrolled in four classes: Introduction to Criminology, Windows system management and security, Digital Forensics, and Introduction to Literature. My favorite class was Criminology. The school year has been a mixed bag of ups and downs, but I managed to pull through it. Criminology has been fun to learn and study, on how crime evolved over the years, as well as discussing with the professor about its history. I had a lot of fun working on the Windows system management and security, as it had a lot of simulations to interact with and navigate through the various systems to complete my tasks. Digital Forensics was fun to learn about how criminals store evidence on electronic devices and how detectives extract it safely. Literature taught me a few things about new stories I found interesting. While these were classes that required lots of writing, most of the assignments weren’t complex, and I breezed through them with a few sweats on writing assignments that took a lot of time to work on. I remember that a bad combo of classes is the ones that require extreme focus on remembering the material and applying on a fast-paced notion. I tried taking a taking Spanish and ended up regretting it because I knew nothing about it. The classes went too fast, and the tests were all in Spanish, so I had to switch to another class this semester. The next time I want to take a language class, I’ll be doing it without any other classes in the way, so I can focus on learning the words and phrases to remember them for the tests.

The class I struggled with the most was Introduction to Literature, as it had a lot of reading and writing to do. I want to improve on making a better effort in doing my assignments on time, as reading assignments took a lot of time to do, and it required me to do them days earlier to finish them without any stress. My literature class involved having to pick a story and then read it to be used to write an essay on what I’ve learned in class. The good aspects of my class were that I learned about many different styles of writing, like Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. The first essay focused on the literary devices in the story that enhance the writing through stylistic and structural choices. The second essay focused on imagery, which involved vivid language and words that help convey tone and mood to the viewer to enhance the things in the story. The third essay did drama, which focused on the complexities of the characters, showing their character arch, their development over time, and the resolution. From all of these, I’ve learned a lot about the important details that are put in the story and the themes that are used to help enhance the story for the reader to enjoy. 
	My favorite part of the class was listening to the teacher’s literature on what makes a good story and the important aspects of writing a detailed book and a movie. Many of their lessons I found interesting because I’ve gotten into writing myself, and their lessons are really helpful in making me a better writer. I liked how they used examples from movies like The Perfect Storm to teach the class about the lessons that are used in my exams. I took inspiration from the teachers' speeches, which allowed me to use a few of their techniques in my writing. During my free time, I like to play video games to understand the stories and characters, so I can use what I learned to write my own fan stories and fan characters. 
	One of the few weak aspects of the class was that the teacher didn’t attend the class as much as I thought they would. A lot of days of teaching were skipped, and I missed a lot of chances to learn about the material for my exams, which I had to improvise on. Some of the class lessons were the only source material for the exams that I had to write notes on, and because they weren’t emphasized, I wasn’t able to achieve certain grades. The material present on Canvas wasn’t enough either, since it was just the reading, the assignments, and nothing else. A few lessons, like the literacy devices, weren’t present in Canvas, which could have helped me understand it better without the need to search online. Even the professor deducted one of my essay grades for not understanding the material since it wasn’t provided online, and it was only taught in class. I would have liked it if the teacher had given the material they taught in class to be put on Canvas, so it would be easier to understand the lessons. The literature teacher should have given us the material on Canvas, so we would remember the material taught in class better. If the teacher was going to be absent, I’d like them to post the learning material that would have been taught in class on Canvas
	A few things I struggled with in my literature class were my inability to focus on the lessons being presented, since there was a lot of important information. During my exams, I got distracted while writing and kept putting them to last minute to finish them. What I could have done was write notes while the teacher was talking, so I could have learned the material better. 
During my exam writing, I could have walked to a quiet room like the library or study hall to focus on my writing material and do them faster without the fear of finishing it too late. But even after the fumbles, I still did okay in my writing and the assignments, which took a long time; I did my best and got them in on time and got decent grades. I re-studied the material and asked the professor how to fix my low-graded work to improve my grades and get a better score. 
	College so far went well, all things considered, even with the struggles I had in literature. I’ve seen better days with sleep, but I’d like to improve on my scheduling since it’s been hectic keeping track of what I need to do. I’d like to study more in the library with minimal distractions to finish my work faster. When I finally complete this semester, I plan on taking an internship in cybersecurity to help me get my bachelor's degree, as that’s a requirement for me. The degree program I’m pursuing is the Bachelor of Science degree in cybersecurity. The guide on it says that it focuses on teaching me how to build trusted digital systems and teaches me the technical skills in understanding network defense, and understanding cyber risks on a computer.
	What I plan on doing for the summer is to either return to ODU for a summer school semester class or take an internship program that will help me finish my requirements to graduate. According to my advisors, I should sign up for classes that focus on my degree so I can graduate as fast as possible and get a high-paying job before the end of spring in 2027. Another bit of advice they gave me was to sign up for internships as soon as possible because the experience gained from them will help me land a better opportunity for a job. While waiting to take a class, I plan on doing some writing on my fan stories and character sheets since I’ve been wanting to develop more of the characters that will help me improve my writing skills. From what I’ve learned this year, I could even take a job as a side gig while attending my classes, so I can earn some extra cash while studying for a good grade.
	In conclusion, I think I’ve had a good year in college and managed my classes well. I stayed focused during my writing assignments and maintained a balance in my life to enjoy college. I want to keep going with my studies in cybersecurity to earn my bachelor's degree and my dream job. After I finish up with my degree and get the high-paying job I want, I’ll find a way to pursue my dream hobbies like being a voice actor or a writer. I learned a lot from my literature class, so it will help me write stories and characters better, to add depth to them, and make them more interesting to viewers who observe my craft.
