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Summary of 
Adriana Elena Stoican’s: Layered Female Identities in Mrs. Dutta Writes a Letter, Mrs. Sen’s and Winterscape

	Within the article Female Identities in Mrs. Dutta Writes a Letter, Mrs. Sen’s and Winterscape, written by Adrian Elena Stocian, Stocian analyzes Chitra Divakaruni’s Mrs. Dutta Writes a Letter. Stocian analyzes Divakaruni’s interpretation on forming the female psyche in the context of immigration. The article is separated in to multiple sections that focus on how female immigrants cope with their identity when placed in a new environment.
	The first section of the article is Dependent Female Immigrants. Stocian recognizes that Mrs. Dutta is not an independent woman, but a dependent one. Her “arrival in a new country is a matter of family reunification, rather than individual determination to leave India.” Mrs. Dutta, unlike Shyamoli, didn’t come to America for economic opportunity, love, or anything else, but in order to be with her son, Sagar. Divakaruni states in her short story that this is expected of her when in the foreword of her story it is stated: “a wife’s place is with her husband, and a widow’s is with her son.” Stocian also informs that Mrs. Dutta, like other women that immigrate to America, suffers from poor communication skills, feelings of isolation, and how their culture-specific ideas of womanhood translate to their new environment.
	The next section of the article is Letter-writing and Self-discovery. Mrs. Dutta received a letter from Mrs. Basu, her friend from India, who asks her if she is happy. At first, Mrs. Dutta begins to say that she is happy, but after more thought she decides to wait to reply. She has mixed feelings inside of her and wants to sort them herself so that she can give an honest answer to her friend. This concept of Mrs. Dutta sorting out her feelings about the world around her in order to write her letter is present throughout the short story. Mrs. Dutta is using letter writing in order to learn more about herself and her feelings.
	The third section of the article is The Initial Actual Letter. After receiving her letter from Mrs. Basu, Mrs. Dutta immediately writes a letter expressing her initial feelings. This letter shows that Mrs. Dutta is optimistic. She is finding happiness in cooking for and spending time with her family. After she writes this letter, Mrs. Dutta then goes about the rest of her day. She records the events of the day, and her reactions towards them, within mental letters she writes to Mrs. Basu. The next section Writing to Oneself – Mental Letters and Self-Discovery focuses on these mental letters.
	Through the use of using these mental letters Mrs. Dutta embarks on a journey of self-discovery. In her first mental letter, Mrs. Dutta tells Mrs. Basu that she misses India a lot, but then quickly tries to focus her attention on the positives of living in America, such as being able to cook for her family. The next time she writes a mental letter, Mrs. Dutta has broken one of Shyamoli’s rules. Mrs. Dutta hung her laundry outside to dry, despite Shyamoli’s wishes, and tells Mrs. Basu that she can easily adjust to her new home. The next time Mrs. Dutta writes a letter to Mrs. Basu, Shyamoli vents her frustration to Sagar about Mrs. Dutta. Shyamoli reveals that she believes Mrs. Dutta has taken over her household and that their neighbor had asked Shyamoli to keep Mrs. Dutta from hanging her clothes on the fence. At first, Mrs. Dutta shows anger towards Shyamoli in her letter to Mrs. Basu, claiming that her and Mrs. Basu suffered far worse when they were young brides. Then, as Mrs. Dutta think some more, and reflects on her own experiences, she realizes that her daughter-in-law might be right to stand up for herself. She eventually finds the value in self-assertion, a trait she didn’t have when she came to America.
	The next section of the article is Letters as Freeing Agents. The mental letters that Mrs. Dutta wrote served to help free her from her previous way of thinking and helped her see the world in a new light. At the end of the story, Mrs. Dutta is divided on whether to stay and be loyal to her family, as a traditional mother-in-law should, or accept her dissatisfaction with American life and return home. Not only does she begin to struggle with balancing her traditions and her feelings, but she also becomes influenced by Shyamoli. Shyamoli presents to Mrs. Dutta another form of womanhood, one of self-assertion and freedom, which impresses Mrs. Dutta. These factors culminate to produce Mrs. Dutta’s greatest feat of self-assertion: Deciding to move back to India. She isn’t doing this out of duty or tradition, but Mrs. Dutta is moving back to India because she has a personal desire to move back to India.
	Mrs. Dutta’s experiences and evolution throughout the story results in her final letter to Mrs. Basu, tackled in The Actual Letter. Mrs. Dutta writes her letter to Mrs. Basu, but she is unable to tell whether she is happy or not. She reveals that during her tenure in America, her ideals have been challenged and she needs to find out who she is before she worries about being happy. She does say, though, that happiness is about love and knowing where one belongs. Mrs. Dutta then tells Mrs. Basu that she would be happier in India, and that she will be returning to India soon.
	When people immigrate to a new country, such as when Mrs. Dutta immigrated to America, they face a multitude of challenges. One of those challenges is trying to determine how much one should assimilate in to a culture and how many of their cultural values they should keep. Mrs. Dutta, like many other immigrants, use letters to organize, clarify, and reflect the confusing experiences that they have in their new country. Through this letter writing, Mrs. Dutta came to the realization of the feelings she had been hiding and acted on them by moving back to India.
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