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	HackerOne is an online website where companies of all sizes can sign up to freelance hackers to find vulnerabilities in their company’s software. This allows hackers to make money off their skillset and companies to identify vulnerabilities without hiring a team of cybersecurity professionals. A study was conducted to determine whether the size of the company, price of the bounty, type of company, and the age of programs had an effect on bug bounties. In “Hacking for good: Leveraging HackerOne Data to develop an economic model of Bug Bounties” by Kiran Sridhar and Ming Ng, it was found that the type of business had a significant impact on whether or not valid bugs were submitted for bounties. This is due to certain information from certain businesses such as healthcare, are more valuable on the dark web than the payout from the bounties. The longer the program has been released to the public, showed lesser bug reports over time. This makes sense as the most obvious bugs are discovered early for easy bounties, as compared to bugs which are more time consuming to find. I think these programs are viable for smaller businesses which cannot afford to hire a full-time cybersecurity professional and do not possess data which is valuable on the black market. However, I believe larger businesses with more revenue should focus on internal cybersecurity teams to discover vulnerabilities, especially due to the variability in motives from online hackers. Many large businesses may have in-house developed software, which could leak patents or other valuable information if the source code of the software is leaked to freelance hackers. 
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