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	Prior to beginning my cybersecurity studies, like most people, I had a very uneducated viewpoint of what hacking was and how hackers did what they do. Hollywood movies and other media presented hacking as a very complex, technical skill, where someone with enough practice can bypass any firewall. Although many forms of hacking do require a more advanced level of technical understanding than the average person, the term “hacking” can encompass a wide variety of actions. According to the National Institute of Science and Technology (NIST), a hacker is an unauthorized user who attempts to or gains access to an information system (NIST, 2024). These actions can range from hacking into networks and stealing trade secrets worth millions, but it can also include stealing login information for your sisters Facebook account. Prior to my cybersecurity studies, I had the misconception that hackers were always criminals, however that is not the case. Due to the rise of cybersecurity threats, many private companies, as well as the US Government, have contracted hackers to help secure their own networks and databases. A misconception that many people fail to realize is many hackers are con men. Many hackers have high levels of technical skill, but many do not. I compare many hackers to con men because con men are professional social engineers. Con men and hackers have a way of using their words to trick an unsuspecting victim cough up valuable information.  That information may range from your banking information to your Amazon account password.  Prior to beginning my cybersecurity studies, hacking as I envisioned, was a large misconception. 
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