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Introduction/BLUF
The main purpose of the article Cybersecurity and Banks Performance: Evidence from Gulf Cooperation Council is to examine whether and how cybersecurity affects financial performance of banks in Gulf countries. It determines the relationship between cybersecurity and banking performance. It will also test whether cybersecurity contributes to profitability and efficiency. The article also provided empirical evidence that cybersecurity is not just technical but an economic asset. 
Relation/Connection to Social Science Principles
The first of the 7 principles of social sciences is empiricism which relies on quantitative financial data and statistical analysis. This due to conclusions being observable and measurable by evidence. Objectivity since the researchers used statistical models and numerical data to prevent bias. Using cybersecurity investment and financial performance which produces neutral findings. Scientific method follows a structured process of developing a research question, forming a hypothesis, collecting and analyzing data, and drawing conclusions. Measurement uses key concepts and turns them into measurable variables. These variables are cybersecurity to level of investment and performance to profitability. Ethical neutrality as the study does not state that banks should or need to invest in cybersecurity but covers that doing so will and does lead to better outcomes.  
Research Question /Hypothesis/ Independent Variable/Dependent Variable
Based on the article, the main research question would be, how does cybersecurity affect the financial performance of banks. The hypothesis within the article is that strong cybersecurity measures will positively influence the banks performance. The independent variable is the level of cybersecurity, which includes investments, implementations, and practices. The dependent variable is the banks performance, which would be profitability, efficiency, and financial outcomes. 
Types of Research Methods used
The research method used in the is quantitative. The researchers did not gather data directly, so it was collected as secondary data via existing datasets from financial sources and institutions. The data was collected from financial reports of banking institution, financial records, and disclosures. What is beneficial about this is that the information comes from actual records which provided the ability to apply the quantitative methods and test how cybersecurity relates to their performance with real factual data. 
Types of Data Analysis used
The data analysis technique used was from secondary data which provides measure based on performance objectively rather than assumptions and opinions. Regression analysis was used, it tests whether or not a change in one variable is associated with changes in another. If cybersecurity increases does the performance also increase? This also ties directly into a cost-benefit analysis as reducing financial loss leads to customer satisfaction with higher and consistent deposits. The data ultimately shows that cybersecurity is not just about preventing potential issues but improves financial performance, trust, and overall efficiency. 
Connections to other Course Concepts
Concepts that were learned in the course were cost-benefit analysis, risk management, human behavior and trust, and policy and regulation. Organizations, such as financial institutions, must weigh the cost of cybersecurity against potential loses from breaches. Financial institutions invest in cybersecurity in order to reduce risk exposure and create stability, long term. In the end, cybersecurity builds trust and confidence within the institution which then leads to positive financial performance. The study also provides influence that policymakers should create a standardized cybersecurity framework. 
Connections to the Concerns or contributions of Marginalized Groups
The main focus of the article is financial institutions however, it does provide implications for marginalized groups.  Individuals with no or limited digital literacy are more vulnerable to cyber threats and attacks. Also, inequalities to access secure banking systems and networks increases risk. Overall, digital inequalities affect cybersecurity outcomes due to lacking populations facing a greater risk. Having strong cybersecurity helps protect the vulnerable that are lacking resources with fraud prevention and identity theft. 
Overall societal contributions of the study/Conclusion
The article provides societal contributions through economic stability, policy development, organizational strategy, and public trust. Having strong cybersecurity provides resilience in financial systems. There was also evidence for regulators to implement cybersecurity standards. It encourages businesses to view and understand cybersecurity as a strategic investment. Public trust enhances confidence within the digital banking system. Cybersecurity enhances and supports entire economies and societies. 
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