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Introduction
	Cyberbullying poses a major challenge to cybersecurity, beyond technology into human behavior and social systems. A Canadian case from 2012, involving Amanda Todd was publicized due to the constant and prolonged online harassment and exploitation she faced. Aydin Coban, a Dutch man, was found guilting of harassment to include child luring and child pornography possession. “The court heard Todd was tormented for years by various online accounts, beginning when she was just 12 years old. She was asked to perform sexual acts on webcam, and told explicit images of her would be shared online if she refused to comply, prosecutors said.” (Weichel & Nesbit, 2022). Not only did Amanda face some of the worst cyberbullying but she used her online platform of YouTube to tell her story to help others facing similar situations.
Analysis
The case of Amanda Todd was one that led to deep conversation regarding cyberbullying. “Todd’s suicide brought the problem of cyberbullying to mainstream attention in Canada after the Port Coquitlam teen posted a video on YouTube in which she used handwritten signs to describe how she was lured by a stranger to expose her breasts on a webcam.” (Corder, 2023). Not only was this young girl cyberbullied, but she was also sexually exploited and fully taken advantage of due to fear and feeling ashamed of certain choices.
Cybersecurity, only, cannot fully address these issues as the root causes are in human behavior. Victims often begin to experience things like anxiety, depression, social withdrawal, low self-esteem, and in extreme cases, suicidal thoughts; like Amanda did. Amanda Todd faced many aspects of victim playing by her peers at school. This led her to move and change schools’ multiple times. Her initial cyberbullying led go physical bullying involving her peers. “Unlike traditional bullying, cyberbullying doesn’t stop when school ends or you leave the room. It follows people home through their phones, computers and social media accounts, often in subtle and ongoing ways. Over time, this exposure to harassment or humiliation can wear down a person’s emotional resilience.” (Mental Health Hotline, 2025).
Those who are cyber offenders typically fall into personality traits that are known as the “Dark Triad.” These traits are Machiavellianism, narcissism, and psychopathy. In this case, Machiavellianism and psychopathy fit the predator as he had full intentions of committing the cybercrime. There is no clear-cut and dry reasoning for this individual to do these things; however, there are clear psychological factors. 
Solutions
There should not be any victim-blaming. It is important that if you were to come across instances of cyberbullying to provide ways that the individual can keep themselves safer online. When it comes to victim behaviors, a study by (Kennison and Chan-Tim, 2020) provided that, higher levels of self-reported password security knowledge was related to lower levels of self-reported risky cybersecurity behaviors, (b) higher levels of conscientiousness was related to lower levels of self-reported risky cybersecurity behaviors, (c) higher levels of mood instability was related to higher levels of self-reported risky cybersecurity behavior, (d) higher levels of sensation-seeking was related to higher levels of self-reported risky cybersecurity behaviors, (e) higher levels of general risk-taking behaviors was related to higher levels of risky cybersecurity behaviors, and (f) men reported engaging in more risk-taking in daily life than women, but the level of self-reported risky cybersecurity behavior did not differ for men and women.
As this case took place in Canada, they have taken steps to create anti-cyberbullying legislation. “Anti-cyberbullying legislation drafted in response to the Amanda Todd case has also been tabled by the federal government. If passed, Bill C-63 (Online Harms Act) would amend the Criminal Code and the Canadian Human Rights Act. It would also introduce heavier sentences, create new regulatory bodies to protect people from online abuse, and create a commission to enforce the new laws.” (Butts, 2024). This is a key component of going forward and ensuring that there are real and serious consequences for cyberbullying offenders. 
Cyberbullying can be international since the internet and social platforms are available to all, regardless of their location. This is a challenge faced when it comes to regulations. Ways to overcome these challenges include collaborating with governments, tech companies, educators, and even therapists and psychologists. When there is a common ground for all, the solutions then become limitless. The policies should provide accountability and standards for online safety, especially towards children. 
Reflection
	The case of Amanda Todd stresses the importance of integrating cybersecurity and the social sciences. Technology is a great tool that is ever-growing; however, human behavior is a critical aspect in preventing and truly addressing cyberthreats and cyberbullying. Overall, the root causes of cyberbullying needs to be found and addressed. There also needs to be training and education around empathy, education, and ethical responsibility when it comes to social media and online spaces. Cyberbullying and online harassment are truly complex issues that require deeply involved solutions. The case of Amanda Todd shows how social factors and technological vulnerabilities play a large factor in cybercrime. 
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