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Article Review: Cyberbullying and Cyberbullicide
Social Science Principles and Cyberbullying
The topic of cyberbullying and cyberbullicide is deeply rooted in the principles of the social sciences, particularly sociology and psychology. It aligns with theories such as Routine Activity Theory, Social Dominance Theory, and General Strain Theory, which explore human behavior, power structures, and stress-induced deviant actions (Agnew, 1992; Cohen & Felson, 1979). The article emphasizes how cyberbullying is a social phenomenon influenced by individual, environmental, and societal factors, reinforcing the importance of social science research in understanding and addressing this issue.
Research Questions and Hypotheses
The study focuses on critical research questions and hypotheses related to cyberbullying, victimization, and its connection to cyberbullicide among college students. It hypothesizes that cyberbullying victimization leads to psychological distress, which, in turn, increases the likelihood of cyberbullicide. The study also examines how anonymity and the widespread use of technology exacerbate cyberbullying, making it more pervasive and harmful than traditional bullying (Hinduja & Patchin, 2019).
Research Methods Used
Various research methods were employed in the study, including systematic reviews, meta-analyses, and longitudinal studies. Researchers utilized self-reported questionnaires, surveys, and case studies to collect qualitative and quantitative data from adolescents and college students. Additionally, the study incorporated secondary data from previous scholarly research to strengthen its findings (Marciano et al., 2020).
Data Collection and Analysis
The data analysis involved statistical evaluations of cyberbullying prevalence, victimization rates, and psychological effects. Researchers examined correlations between cyberbullying, mental health issues, and suicidal ideation. Meta-analyses were used to assess trends across different studies, revealing strong links between cyberbullying victimization and adverse psychological outcomes such as depression, anxiety, and self-harm (Kowalski et al., 2014).
Relevance to Course Concepts
Concepts from the PowerPoint presentations, such as social inequalities, digital ethics, and the role of technology in shaping social interactions, are relevant to the article. The study highlights the digital divide between generations and the ethical responsibilities of online users. Furthermore, it discusses the role of bystanders and the social dynamics that influence cyberbullying behaviors, aligning with sociological and psychological theories (Livingstone et al., 2011).
Impact on Marginalized Groups
The topic also relates to the challenges faced by marginalized groups. Studies indicate that cyberbullying disproportionately affects individuals based on gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and disability. Women, in particular, report higher rates of cyberbullying and its negative psychological effects due to societal expectations and gender norms. Additionally, LGBTQ+ youth and individuals from minority backgrounds are more likely to experience cyberbullying, further contributing to social inequalities (Mishna et al., 2020).
Societal Contributions of the Study
Overall, the study contributes significantly to society by shedding light on the dangers of cyberbullying and its far-reaching effects on mental health. It underscores the need for preventive measures, policy interventions, and digital literacy programs to mitigate cyberbullying. By advocating for educational reforms and awareness campaigns, the research aids in developing strategies to create safer online environments and support victims of cyberbullying (Ansary, 2020).
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