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Strong families are the foundation of who individuals become and how one interacts with others. The support structures that are in place, and the relationships formed from familial bonds, can lead a person to much success in life.
Many families value the importance of learning and experiencing life with each other. Every summer, all seven siblings, spouses, and offspring converge upon a specified house in a different city for our family trip. This year, it happened to be in Stafford, Virginia.
The host family finds fun activities and excursions suitable for all ages each year. As with all humans, there is little competitiveness in all of us. Therefore, each anchor tries to outdo the next each year. This year, we invaded Washington, DC’s U-street to partake in the world-famous chili and half-smoke at Ben's Chili Bowl. Ben's Chili Bowl was established in 1958 by Ben and Virginia Ali and has remained a historic landmark in the African American community for sixty-five years. In addition, it has served people from every social class, including famous stars, musicians, and even President Obama! The pictures inside, and the murals outside, tell the story of the restaurant's history and lifeline. 1
Analyzing this image from the family's time at Ben's was rewarding, nostalgic, and challenging. Challenging because as much as one wanted to focus on the family, the objective was to focus on the image and its visual components. 
In this portrait, evidence of contrast, color, texture, size, and tone bring it to life. The linguistic portion of the picture is the focal point. One knows this because of the red cursive writing set on a yellow background as if to be in the spotlight. The bear's texture contrasts the family, along with the different patterned clothing of family members. To include all family members, taller members are in the background, shorter members are in the front, along with those who chose to stoop. This proximity and spacing allow the audience to see everyone as an equal, with no one in a higher hierarchy than anyone else. In a family, no one person is better than the next. All the members are smiling, which signifies a tone of happiness and a willingness to be there. 
Concerning the design elements, red and yellow colors on the rectangular sign were used to make the restaurant's name stand out and shine. The name is set in a rectangular box to include its full name and examples of what the restaurant is famous for, chili bowls. In addition, the cursive writing on the sign is an attention grabber, while all other linguistic components are in the manuscript. Moreover, contrasting textures on the bear could denote another focal point. Decorated pandas were randomly placed throughout the city to bring attention to the arts and the zoo. The idea of the panda bear was to allow the visitors to draw interest in the giant pandas at the National Zoo 2, all while dining on some delicious food.
Regarding the family's contribution, lighter-colored clothing is concentrated more towards the center of the portrait, while the darker colors outline the perimeter. This use of patterns mimics a shadowing perspective. In lighter colors, the parents are in the middle of the photograph. On the other hand, their children are in darker colors and outline the outside as if someone drew an image with its shadow on paper. 
In conclusion, analyzing this photograph as a non-artist was challenging yet rewarding and nostalgic. The design elements used brought this picture to life. The colors allowed spotlights to occur when necessary, and contrasts were evident to allow a perspective of shadowing through parent and offspring. This photograph also showed samples of rhetorical analysis strategies. The use of Kairos because the photograph froze a moment at a particular place and time. The use of pathos because it displayed a loving family unit, and finally, ethos. The host family trusted the restaurant's service would be such that it accommodated the entire family, and from the looks on their faces, they were correct. 
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