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Hello, my name is Yolanda Boyette, I’m 53 years old, I live in Stafford, Virginia 45 minutes outside of Washington, DC but was born, raised and grew up in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  I left Philadelphia 4 months after graduating high school, on my 18th birthday to work for the federal government.  Thirty-six years later, I’m still working at the same agency with 3 years of being eligible to retirement for which I will have the years, but not the age.  I’ve held many positions with this agency such as a Mail clerk, Fingerprint Examiner, Secretary, Personnel Security Specialist and currently I’m a Management and Program Analyst overseeing several programs and work well with my team-mates.  The programs I help oversee is property management, smartphone program, purchase requests and I also oversee Time and Attendance.

My husband and I been together for 34 years and married now for 30 years. I have 3 grown children, 2 grown stepsons, and 3 grandchildren.  My husband and I are starting to travel more now that we have raised our children.  So far, we’ve traveled internationally to Aruba (4 times), St. Thomas, Bahamas, and soon we will be traveling to Cancun, Mexico to celebrate our 30th anniversary.  Future trips I plan to go on are to Europe and Africa.

I’m a late bloomer as a college student.  I’ve always wanted to obtain my college degree but as they say, “Life happened” and I started a career, got married, had children and now I’m in my freshman year of college at Old Dominion University.  I’m looking to obtain my BS degree in Business Administration, majoring in Leadership.  It’s been a challenging 1st year of college but I’m slowly starting to get the hang of it.  Since starting my college journey here at ODU, I’m getting to know myself a little bit more and figuring out that I don’t have to be perfect, and I often tend to over think things. I am hard on myself most times, but I’m slowly learning to give myself some grace. 

I love to listen to music, dance, watch sports, comedy, movies, and TV sitcoms, go shopping, and spend as much time with my family and friends.  I enjoy exercising everyday no matter how big or small my routine may be.  One of my biggest accomplishments in life is the goal I set for myself and achieved was losing weight, going from 265lbs down to 160lbs and keeping the weight off. 
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