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	Throughout high school taking notes was one of the most challenging things for me for many reasons. In high school, I only had one way I took notes; I just wrote whatever was on the PowerPoint, and that was ineffective. I learned newer strategies in college that have helped a lot. How I take my notes varies on a few things: what the subject of the class is, how the professor teaches the class, and how many people are in the class. All of these are very important to how I take notes because one method won’t work for every class. 
	When I was in high school, I always just took notes the exact same way no matter what subject I was taking. It was usually just writing whatever was on the PowerPoint and listening to what the teacher said, but when I got to college my methods changed. Now when I’m in a math or English class, I will take pen and paper notes because I can do work on those or correct examples. For most other classes I will use a laptop with either OneNote or a Word document. With OneNote, I can also put graphs in my notes if I’m in a science class or computer science class. That’s not the only way I have changed how I take notes though. 
	Another thing that changes the way I take notes all the time is how the professor teaches. Some professors will give me a piece of paper with partial notes, and its up to me to fill in what I think is important, and others will just show 20-30 PowerPoint slides, and I have to pick out what I think will be important for the test. Since I came to college most of my classes tend to be just a PowerPoint that they will lecture about, so I typically take notes on whatever he/she really reinforces when giving the lecture. Not only that but, I also write down what the professor will emphasize in their lecture. That is how I take depending on how a professor teaches their class.
	The last factor that determines how I take my notes is how many people are in the class. This can really affect the teaching method and how the professor conveys what’s important. If I’m in a lecture class with 100+ students, it will most likely just be a PowerPoint and a lecture and I must pick out what I think will be important. However, if it’s a small class like transition to college writing then the professor will tend to ask more questions to students that will result in a better understanding of the material being taught. That is typically how I will change my note taking style depending on how many people are in that class.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Over time I have discovered that there are many factors that I use when deciding how I take notes in my classes. Those are: how the professor teaches their class, the subject of the class, and how many students are in the class. All these factors can drastically change the way I take notes. However ever since I started using these methods to determine how I take notes, my notes taking skills have gotten a lot better and led to me doing better on quizzes and tests. 
	
	
